[Respiratory responses to CO2 by controlled alveolar hypercapnia].
A method is suggested for evaluating the respiratory response to the hypercapnic stimulus by means of increasing the alveolar pCO2 in accordance with the program assigned. The results obtained are not related to the metabolic level, respiratory resistance or other factors. In contra-distinction to the widely applied method of recurrent respiration, the method suggested allows a comparison of CO2 ventilatory sensitivity at rest, during muscular exercise, at altered respiratory resistance, etc. It can be used both clinically and experimentally.